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to the serious student of neuropathology, because of the oversimplification
of the presentation and, in particular, because of the lack of any refer-
ences. For the medical student, neurologist, neurosurgeon, psychiatrist,
or even general pathologist who might not be disposed to expending the
necessary energy to learn more than meets the eye-this book is just for him.
GILBERT B. SOLITARE
THE CHANGING CLASSROOM: THE ROLE OF THE BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
CURRICULUM STUDY. By Arnold B. Grobman. New York, Doubleday &
Company, Inc., 1969. 370 pp. $6.95.
BSCS was begun in 1958 to study curriculum change. It was broader than
its precursors-UICSM, SMSG, PSSC, CBA, and CHEM-in terms of
the personnel recruited to do the writing, assembling possibly the largest
number of authors ever to labor over a single academic unit. In 1960 some
70 authors began work on the project of developing high school biological
materials with an inquiry approach-each team consisting of a successful
high school biology teacher paired with a scientist. Arrangements for feed-
back, evaluation and testing procedures, and of subsequent revision of the
materials are all clearly described in the volume.
The success of such a curriculum study rests upon the wisdom of its
organizational procedures (Dr. Grobman was Director from 1958-1965),
upon the dedication and enthusiasm of the vast group of writers, upon the
teachers who test the materials, upon the many consultants and reviewers,
upon the sponsors, upon the BSCS staff itself, and above all upon the
stature of the intellectual leadership of the effort. The magnitude of the
contribution of Bentley Glass (Chairman from 1958-1965), for instance,
was exceedingly great. His vision, ability to present a rational integrated
philosophy, and ability to outline policy and ways of implementing it, were
crucial to the effort.
Dr. Grobman has more than an historical account in mind, however.
His main purpose is to promote the cause of curriculum studies in general
as a rational and effective method for providing the orientation for curri-
culum choices in a rapidly changing society. In a country like ours without
centralized control of education, this report is of great value in showing a
method by which curriculum materials can be developed and revised by
the academic community collectively. Whether the very high cost of such
procedures (over $10,000,000 in the case of BSCS, most of which came
from the National Science Foundation) is justified, is a moot question.
The book is well written, quite open and frank, and lively enough despite
the large amount of detail. Educators and school administrators (in any
field) will find interest in these suggestions for curriculum analysis to meet
the needs of the schools. Parents, too, (as suggested by the publisher)
might also do well to concern themselves with these methods of enhancing
the quality and relevance of our educational programs.
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